APRIL 30, 1932 
} | 


l on 
| 
ay 
| 
: 
4 
f 
3 
] 
of > 
| 
| 
é 
3 
é 
4 
| 


= 


| 
& 
4 


3 | Carol Cox of Georgia and Rozelle Lee of Oklahoma Sell a Copy of the Special Edition of | ; 
the Equality Reservation Number of Equal Rights to Senator Watson of Indiana on the sj ’ 


| Steps of the Senate Office Building in Washington, D. C. | 
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OBIKCT OF THK WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall he 
te seeure for women complete equality — 
wae, men under the law and in all himan 
relationships, 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughent the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” | 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article hy appropriate legislation.” 
Joint Resolution Number 52] 
House Joint Resolution Number 55] 
Introduced in the Igy June 4, 1929, | 
by Senator Geratp P. Nyp, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the ies January 11, 1932, 


by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLow, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden N.Y. 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio : 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT | 


Women and Children 


HE recent announcement of the results of the investigation made by 


the Massachusetts Minimum Wage Commission revealed astounding | 


labor conditions in some of the mill towns of the State. e 

In Fal! River, for instance, dress and underwear manufacturers are paying 
wages as low as five ceiits an hour and $2 a week. These manufacturers have 
come from New York and elsewhere, attracted by low rentals and‘a surplus 
of unemployed. Women, unemployed for months and in dire heed, are prac- 
tically forced to accept these starvation wages. 

Such conditions do not speak well for the operation of the window wage 
law for women and children in Massachusetts. The Massachusetts law is not 
mandatory, but provides for the publication of the names of violators of the 
law. Its purpose is to educate public opinion to demand a h higher wage 
standard for women and children. 


In our opinion this law will always be a failure as long as it classes adult 


women workers with children. Child labor will never be properly regulated 
as long as labor legislation groups women and children together. The labor 
needs of children are quite different from those of women. | 

Not only is it humiliating for adult women workers to be classed with 
children, but it. stamps them with inferiority in the eyes of the public. 
Women receive low wages, not because they are actually inferior workers. 


Tradition has classed them as such and so-called welfare legislation instead of | 


freeing them from that outworn tradition has bound them to it. Women, 
now an enfranchised class, must be roused to use the ballot to overthrow 
this discriminatory, unintelligently designed legislation and to insist on the 
standard of equal pay for equal work. 

The report of the Special Commission appointed to iebathoate the opera- 
tion of the minimum wage law in Massachusetts made it plain that men and 
boys are also working for subnormal wages in these mill towns. 


This is just the time then for Massachusetts to amend its minimum wage _ 
law to include men as well as women and to put children under a different 


statute. This will not only raise the status of women workers in the eyes of 


the public, but it will help mold public — in the direction of higher 
wages for all workers. 


amaxing often’ the efforts of the have tended to 
strengthen the Equal Rights movement. In the days before the vote 
was won the Antis were frequently given more credit than the Suffragists 


for converting people to a belief in votes for women. The arguments of the 


Antis were so fatuous and so insulting to women that they owe people off 
the fence right into the suffrage cohorts. 

When the police in Washington attacked the peaceful pickets at the White 
House and threw them into prison, a great deal was accomplished, but not in 
the direction anticipated. From a calm and gentle flame,.casting a candle- 
power beam, their activities fanned the torch of liberty, held by the pickets, 
into a veritable conflagration that consumed. the prejudice against votes for 


- women overnight and lighted the wer to political liberty for women far beyond 


our country’s confines. | 
Now the opponents of feminism are seriously at work again and we thank 


them. This time they are hot merely trying to deprive women of votes, they | 


are trying to deprive them of their living. That is bound to create a sharp 


reaction, so the National Woman’s Party should prepare to receive great 


numbers of new recruits. If the opposition desires our opinion we may say, 
that the drive, the ever-increasing drive, against married women, is a mistake. 

The more the powers that be tamper with the right of a married woman 
to work for her children, the more we sit back expectantly and await develop- 
ments. A recent press dispatch brings the news that in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
since the School Board decided to drop ‘all married teachers whose husbands 
were working, five teachers have filed divorce suits. In Stevens Point, Wis., 
by an 8 to 4 vote, the school board recently decided not to rehire married 
women teachers. Marriage will go out of fashion if it is so heavily penalized. 

The rumor is that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad has decided to give 
all of its married women employees an indefinitely extended furlough. 

We smile like the Mona Lisa. If the opposition wishes to help us again, 
we can use their aid to good advantage. Meanwhile let women remember the 


_ precept of the old days, the recurrent days, of the jungle. In defending your 


young, strike to kill, don’t let there be anything half way about it. 
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URNITA SHELTON MATTHEWS, 
research chairman of the Woman’s 
Party, has just received distin- 
guished international recognition of her 
scholarly and devoted work for equality. 
(he Governing Body of the Interna- 
tional Labor Office of the League of Na- 
tions, Meeting in Geneva, has voted to 
invite Mrs. Matthews to serve on its Cor- 
respondence Committee on. Women’s 
Work, This committee will make a study, 


with recommendations, on the subject of | 


women in industry. 

The International Labor Office is to 
be congratulated upon securing the ser- 
vices of Mrs. Matthews, She holds de- 
grees Of Master of Laws and Bachelor 
of Law. She has been admitted to prac- 
tice before the United States Supreme 
Court. She holds honorary membership 


in Kappa Beta Pi, awarded to her because 


of unusual ability and achievement in 


law. She has been president of the Wom- 


en’s Bar Association of the District of 


Columbia, vice-president of the National — 


Association of Women Lawyers. Her 


knowledge of laws affecting women is 


unique, in that as head of the Legal 
Research Department of the National 
Woman’s Party, she directed the com- 
pilation of all of the laws of the United 
States as they relate to women and their 
effect upon the position of women, and 
all court decisions bearing thereon; the 
only compilation of this kind. 

The Committee on Women’s Work, as 
set up by the Governing Body of the Inter- 
national Labor Office, consists of 108 
hames —- 96 women and 12 men. The 
list includes six names from the United 
States. They are Mary Anderson, direc- 
tor of Women’s Bureau, United States 
Department of Labor; Mary van Kleeck, 
director of Industrial Research of Rus- 
sell Sage iii ; Ethel Smith, secre- 


-Burnita Shelton Matthews by I. L. O. 


tary of Women’s Trade Union League; 
Mary Dingman, industrial secretary of 
World Commfttee of Y. M. C. A.; Eliza- 
beth Morrisy ; vice-president of the Catho- 
lic Congress on Industrial Problems; and 
Mrs. Matthews. All of the members from 
the United States excepting Mrs. Mat- 


thews are supporters labor 
laws for women, 


Women the world over who believe 
in industrial equality are rejoicing in 


the appointment of Burnita Shelton 
Matthews to the International Labor — 
Office’s Committee,” said Mrs. Jane Nor- | 


man Smith, of New York, chairman of 
the National Woman’s Party Committee 
on Equal Opportunity for Women in 
Business and the Professions, upon receiv- 
ing a cable from Alice Paul announcing 
the appointment. 

“Qn the other hand, we must not forget 


that Mrs. Matthews is the only one of the 
six United States members who repre- 


sents the point of view of equality, al- 
though this is the majority point of view 
in the United States so far as concerns 
night work and other problems on which 
the International Labor Office is work- 
ing. The five other members of this com- 
mittee are exponents. of restrictive indus- 
trial legislation applying to women only 
and not to their men competitors.. The 
action of the International Labor Office 
in this unrepresentative apportionment 
was taken in spite of the fact that thirty- 
six women’s organizations, and hundreds 


of business and factory women who suffer 
under restrictive laws, wrote to M. 


Thomas, director of the International 


. Labor Office, to urge equal representation 


of the industrial equality viewpoint with 


that of the restrictionists. It was as a 


result of this protest that the Governing 
Body, at its meeting on April 7, voted to 
invite Burnita Shelton Matthews to serve 
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on the committee. But she alone of the 
United States members of the committee 
represents the industrial equality view- 
point. 

“The total membership of the commit- 
tee is 108. 


“Tf the same basis of ceeiaitenbin 


has been followed with regard to other 


nations as here in the United States— 


that is, five who advocate ‘restriction,’ as 
against one who stands for equality— 
auy report made by this fact-finding com- 
mittee would undoubtedly reflect and ac- 
centuate the views of those who advocate 
restrictive legislation, with the result that. 
the workers of the various countries 
might declare it anything but a fact-find- 
ing committee.” 

Woman’s Party leaders, while rejoicing 
in Mrs. Matthews’ appointment, take the 
view that it is perhaps fortunate that the 
attitude of the I. L. O. toward industrial 
equality has been demonstrated past 
possibility of question by the overwhelm- 
ing majority given to advocates of re- 
strictive legislation. They say that this 
demonstrates once again the hostility of 


the I. L. O. to Equal Rights for women 


in industry. 


“All of us who have been in contact 


with the I. L. O. are aware of this hos- 


tility, but it is excellent to have it re- 


veuied to the world at large in this clear 
fashion,” was a Headquarters comment. 

Besides Burnita Shelton Matthews, 
there are three other women on the com- 


mittee as a whole who stand unequivo- 
cally for equality in industry. They are 


Chrystal MacMillan of England, Mme. 
Plaminkova of Czechoslovakia, and May 


—Oung of Burma. Others, however, may 


declare’ themselves for full equality as 
work of the committee progresses: noth- 
ing is so convincing of the necessity of 


equality as actual contact with inequality! 


House Passes Exemption Bill 


N Monday, April 18, the House of — 
_ Representatives passed a bill to 
exempt from the ‘immigration 

quota husbands of American citizens. 
“This bill simply provides that we shall 
put the American woman citizens upon 
a par with the American male citizens,” 
said Mr, Dickstein of New York, during 
discussion of the measure, as reported by 
Congressional Record. Mr. Dickstein, 
chairman of the House Committee on 
immigration and Naturalization, spon- 

sored the bill, He said further: . 
“The bill simply exempts from the 
quota husbands of American citizens 
legally married and affects probably 112 
or 113 members of one organization which 
appeared before our committee, whose 


husbands are unable to come here by 
reason of quota conditions, although they 
already have children born in the United 


States. The children have not even seen 


their fathers.” 

The following discussion of the bill is 
taken from the Congressional. Record of 
April 18: 


“Mr. ee. Under the present existing 
law wives of American citizens can now 
come in? 

“Mr. Johnson of Washington.. 

“Mr. Dyer. Under the regular law? 

“Mr. Johnson of Washington. Yes; 
except certain Orientals, and the next 
sniping appeal will be for them. 

Mr. Dyer. And this is for the purpose 
of giving to husbands of American citi- 
zens the same privilege? 

“Mr. Johnson of Yes; if 


those husbands are quaiif fed to enter. 
And in my opinion it is a dangerous and 
unnecessary way to cure the situation. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. 


Dickstein} himself, will come to the day © 


when he will regret the endless chain 
likely to be brought about through the 


- bringing of men to this country in this 


method. The women will be the sufferers 
unless they are of the ‘don’t care’ kind. 

“Mr. Dyer. We are endeavoring now to 
give an equal status to men and women in 
our country, and I think this is only fair. 

“Mr. Johnson of Washington. If you 
want to start an endless chain, well and 
good. The Filipinos here want their 
wives. So do the Japanese. I look for 
the time under this provision when steain- 
ship companies, mostly foreign-owned, 
will advertise marriage excursions so 
that one girl can go abroad alone, but 
with a round-trip ticket good for husband 


: 
> 
& 
aprye 
, 
Py: 
23 3 
= 
AS: 
a 
tae 
ve 
RE 
“Beg 
uy 
ig 
é 
| 
Mot? 
x 
| 
gi 
wa 
ae 
G 
iq 
RE 
1 
» 
we 
ag 
- i 


100 


and wife on the return trip. The steam- 
ships want business, badly, and a few 
extra meals for the new husband will 
amount to very little. Cuba is like to be- 


come a veritable Gretna Green for the 


convenience of European men trying to 
get to the United States through the mar- 
riage route. We have giver men the right 
to bring their wives nonquota, in recog- 


nition of the natural desire of man to sup- 


port his wife. This turns it around, and 
the wives must agree to support their 
non-English speaking husbands until they 
learn the language and customs here, and 
secure jobs. | 
“Mr. Dickstein. Mr. Speaker, I want 
the House to understand this bill. We 
talk about equal rights to women in this 
country, yet in the immigration law we 


— now discriminate against American wom- 


en. If the husband or prospective hus- 
band, whatever the case may be, is physi- 
cally or mentally unfit, he can not pass 
any barrier at all. He must qualify under 


the immigration law, just like every other. 
alien. This does not make him a citizen 


of the United States, it does not give him 


any standing at all. This bill simply gives 


rights to women equal to those we have 


given ‘to men who seek to bring in their 
wives. | 


“Mr. Smith of Idaho. Mr. Speaker, will 


the gentleman yield? — 


“Mr. Dickstein. Yes. 


“Mr. Smith of Idaho. If this bill were 


to become a law, would it permit women 
or men who are American citizens to go 
abroad, marry a foreigner, live with that 
spouse for two or three years, and have 
them come in without being charged to 
the quota? 

“Mr. Dickstein. Yes. Understand the 


 gituation’ Marriages have been con- 
tracted three and four years ago in Cer- 


tain countries, whose quota is behind 
about 40 years. These have been con- 
tracted in good faith, not merely for the 
purpose of marriage, but for the honest 
purpose of living together as God in- 
tended. Children have been born, These 


, children have not seen the father in four 
years. Now, must they wait for that 


sake, what objection could there be if. 


they meet with every requirement of the 
law, to let these husbands of American 
citizens come in on equal footing we now 
give the wives of American citizens? 


“Mr. Burtriess. In order to be con- 
sistent with reference to rights of men 
and women, is it not either necessary to 
pass this bill or repeal the present provi- 


sion which permits the wives of American > 


citizens to come in outside of the quota? 

“Mr. Dickstein. I agree with the gentle- 
man. Do one thing or the other. This does 
not bring in any aliens, it does not open 
the door in the slightest degree, It simply 


removes a discriminatory provision which — 


has been in the law for some time, and 
puts a man and a wife on an equal foot- 


ing. I ask you gentlemen to pass the 


bill. 
“The Speaker pro tempore. The ques- 


tion is on the engrossment and third read- 


ing of the bill. | 
“Mr. Johnson of Washington. Mr. 


Speaker, I offer the following amendment 
which I send to the desk, oN 
“The Clerk read as follows: 
“Amendment offered by Mr. Johnson of 
Washington: Line 13, at the end of the 
bill, add the following: ‘provided, That 


the marriage shall have occurred prior to. 


of visa,’ | 

“Mr. Johnson of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, all that is intended by this 
amendment is to make sure that we do 
not open the way for a marriage of the 
kind not recogriized in the United States. 
The counsular officer of the State Depart- 


‘ment issues the visa. I am not sure as 


to what the process will be as to hus- 
bands, but it will be affirmed that these 
couples are married. Not the present 112 
but all of those in the future. We had a 
lot of trouble on the Oriental side of the 
world with the ‘picture - bride’ system. 
This, in my opinion, is a protective amend- 


Equal Rights 


ment to make sure that we do not get 


into trouble through other-odd marriage 
quota for 40 or 50 years? For God’s 


~ customs. For instance, in Portugal, per- 


haps Spain and other countries, a mar- 
riage by proxy is legal and proper. 


“Mr. Dyer. In other words, they must 


show that they have been married before 
the visa is issued, by a marriage license. 
“Mr, Dickstein. Will the gentleman 
yield? 
“Mr, Johnson of Washington. I yield. 
“Mr. Dickstein. That does not enter 


into this. All this law does is to say that 


an American woman is on a par with an 
American man. — 


“Mr, LaGuardia. But do I understand 
the purpose and intent of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Washing. 


- ton [Mr. Johnson] to be that before a visa 


is issued, they must establish a legal mar. 
Yiage: 
“Mr. Johnson of Washington. Certainly. 
“Mr. Dickstein. I have no objection to 
that. 
“The Speaker pro tempore. The ques- 


tion is on the amendment offered by the 


gentleman from Washington [Mr. John- 
son]: 
©The amendment was agreed to. 


|. “The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the third 


_“The Speaker pro tempore. The qués- 
tion is on the passage of the bill. © 


“The question was taken; and on a divi- 
sion (demanded by Mr. Tarver) there 
‘were—ayes 60, nays 3. 


“Mr, Tarver. Mr. Speaker, I object to— 


the vote on the ground that there is not 
a quorum present. 

“The Speaker pro tempore. Evidently 
there is not a quorum present. The door- 
keeper will close the doors, the Sergeant- 
at-Arms will notify absentees, and the 
Clerk will call the roll. : 

“The question was taken; and there 
were — yeas 209, nays 112, not voting 

“So the bill was passed.” 


The New Code West 


HE new official Code of West Vir- 
ginia discards a considerable num- 


ber of the statutes discriminating 
- against women and in important particu- 


lars sets up the standard of equality for 
men and women. | 

The code was in the process of prepara- 
tion for approximately ten years, three 
commissioners having been appointed to 
“collate, revise, and codify all the general 
statutes” of the State. The three com- 


missioners were Melvin G. Sperry of 


Clarksburg, E. H. Morton of Webster 
Springs, and M. J. Cullinan of Wheeling. 
Before the work was completed Mr. Culli- 
nan died, and Judge Charles W. Lynch of 
Clarksburg was appointel to fill the 
vacancy. 

Under the new code the wife is placed 
or an equality with the husband in the 
control and disposition of property.’ 

Formerly a wife was usually prevented 
from selling and conveying her real es- 
tate without her husband’s signature. 
Now a wife may sell and convey her prop- 


By Burnita Shelton Matthews 


erty the same as her husband may sell 
and convey his property. But a convey- 
ance by a husband alone does not bar his 


wife’s dower rights in his lands nor does | 


a wife’s sole conveyance bar the dower 


rights of her husband.? . 


When one spouse has, without the 
other’s joining in the deed, conveyed his 
or her interest in real estate, the spouse 
not so joining may thereafter sell and 


convey his or her contingent right of 


dower.’ This is a new provision in West 


Virginia, the idea being taken from the 


Virginia Code, 
By the new code a married woman is 


given the same capacity to contract as is — 


possessed by other adults, but special 
reguiations govern contracts between hus- 


_. band and wife.* Previous to the adoption 


of the new code the common law disabili- 
ties of married women to contract had 
been removed in West Virginia only in 
specific instances. 


A married woman may now enter into 
, & partnership with any person. Formerly 


her right to enter into a partnership was 
either denied or questioned. The new 
code definitely decides the matter.’ 
_ Now a married woman may sue or be 
sued alone in any court, the same as if 
she were a single woman.® Formerly in 
suits involving a married woman her hus- 
band was often required to be joined as 
a party by reason alone of the marital 
relation, | 

Under the common law the wife’s exist- 
ence was deemed to have been merged in 


that of the husband, and in respect to the. 


commission of wrongs, such as slander, 
libel, assault done by the wife, she was 
deemed to have acted under his coercion, 
and was not liable, he being answerable.’ 


_By the new code West Virginia repudi- 


ates this odious rule, and declares “a 


married woman shall be liable for her 


wrongful or tortious acts.”* 
The mother is given recognition under 


the new code with respect to the consent 
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required as to the marriage of a child 
ynder 21. Formerly the consent of the 
father or guardian was sufficient, but now 
the consent of both parents to the mar- 
riage of such a child is required.° 


If the parents live apart, then the con- 


sent is required of the parent to whom 


custody of the minor child was awarded, 


or of the guardian entitled to custody. 
“his new provision requiring the consent 
of the mother as well as of the father to 
the marriage of a minor child is more in 


keeping with the Equal bons 


Law passed in 1921,*° 


The laws on descent and distribution 
were revised by the new code so as to per- 
mit females to inherit on equal terms with 
men.! Under the old rule the father in- 
herited to the exclusion of the mother, 
the grandfather was preferred to the 
grandmother, “and so on in other cases 
without end, passing to the nearest lineal 
male ancestors, and for want of them, 
to the nearest lineal female ancestors in 
the same degree .. 


While steps were taken in 1921 and 1925 
to make more nearly equal the rights of 
widows and widowers in the estate of 
deceased consorts, it was by the new code 
that “the husband and wife are put upon 
an exact equality with reference to the 

.. interest of the survivor in the land 
of the other.” A _ surviving spouse, 
whether man or woman, is endowed of 
one-third of all the real estate owned by 


the deceased, unless the right of the sur- 
viving spouse to such dower shall have 


been lawfully relinquished. With regard 


to personal property the rule was estab- 
lished long before the adoption of the 
new code that if there are children the 
surviving spouse is entitled to one-third 
of the persona] estate, but if there are no 
children, then the surviving spouse takes 
the entire estate.** In case of a will a 
surviving spouse may take thereunder or 
renounce the same and enjoy the rights 
he or she would have been entitled to had 
the deceaséd spouse died without a will, 
but leaving children.*® 

The new code also makes a change in 
the law respecting an illegitimate child. 


- After the court has determined the pater- 


nity of such,a child, then “until the child 
shall reach the age of 21 years such.... 


court shall have and retain jurisdiction — 


of any such proceedings to make, when 
circumstances justify it, any further 
order .... increasing or decreasing the 
amount of money to be paid for the main- 
tenance, education and support of the 
child, or requiring a new or additional 
bond.”** Formerly the court did not re- 
tain jurisdiction after the end of the term 
at which the case was decided. Thus in 
a case where a father gave a bond to 
secure the payment of the illegitimate 
child’s maintenance for five years, and 
such father’s bondsman became insolvent, 


it was held that the father could not be 


again detained or required to give a new 


bond; that the court’s in 
ease ended? 


In 1925 the law barring women from | 
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paid employment in mines was repealed." 
Despite the many recent Equal Rights 


gains, there is still work to be done in 
_ West Virginia to attain complete equality 
for men and women. For instance: Jury 


service is an important part of the ad- 
ministration of justice, but women are 
disqualified as jurors under the constitu- 
tion and statutes of West Virginia.” 
Moreover, the first right of property 
which a free person enjoys, that is, the 
full ownership of his or her labor, is still 
denied the married woman. Although 
West Virginia permits a married woman 
to collect wages for work performed out- 


- side the home,” the fact is that the house- 


hold work and other home service devolve 
upon her, and this labor or service is not 
hers, but is legally the property of her 
husband. Consequently when prosperity 
comes her labor does not entitle her to 
share as a partner in the gains, but she 
is entitled to her necessary support. 
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Reservation Wins Strong Support 


OMEN the country over are 
\ \y demanding that if the United 
States enters the World Court, 
the Court must administer a code of law 
based on equality. Telegrams and letters 
continue to pour in on the members of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
demanding a hearing on the reservation 
so that women may present the reasons 
which have made it necessary. 
Typical of the messages is the follow- 
ing from Montana: 


April 1, 1932. 
Hon. T. J. Walsh, 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
Washington, D. C. 

We urge speedy hearing on ejuality 
reservation to World Court. Not opposed 
to joining Court but do not desire it with- 
out equal code of law. Montana women 
how generally strongly in favor of Equal 

ights, Eva AMMEN, 

AMMEN. 


Missoula, Mont., April 1, 1932. 
Hon. T. J. Walsh, 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
Washington, D. C. 
Urge hearing equality reservation 
World Court. 
M. Sirsa, 
President, Missoula Branch American 
Association of University Women. 


And here is one of hundreds of mes- 
sages from California: 


Hon, William E. Borah, Chairman, 
Foreign Relations Committee, 


_ Washington, D. C. 


Business Women’s Legislative Council 
of California believes increased partici- 
pation of women in affairs of all the coun- 
tries of world would be best preventive of 
war; therefore urges United States ad- 
herence to World Court carry with it 


provision that it recognize principle of 


Equal Rights for men and women. 


Sur Brosst, President, 
Apert Gupe Lyncu, 
Frances SIENER, 
Emma BruGMan, 
Vivian PATTERSON, 
GERTRUDE GEORGE, 
Mary Lippy. 


Alma Lutz, Marguerite Smith and 
Genevieve Fuller, are among those in Bos- 
ton who have telegraphed a demand for 


a hearing. Dr. W. C. French, Texan, and . 
‘acting dean of the College of Education 


of the George Washington, University, 
telegraphed Senator Connally of Texas 
asking for the hearing, and received the 
following reply from the Senator: 


“I was duly in receipt of your telegram 


urging that women have a hearing on 
the Equal Rights reservation to the 
World Court. I am favorable to grant- 
ing them ue a hearing.” 


From New York have come many de- 
mands for the hearing: from Olive Stott 
Gabriel, president of the American Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers; from Nina 


- Broderick Price, chairman of Interna- 


Relations of Zonta International; from 
Jane Norman Smith, Anita Pollitzer, 
Marion May, Grace Hoffman White, Eliza- 
beth Selden Rogers, Ruth Vandeer Litt, 


Mrs. Stephen H. Pell, Mrs. John Winters 


Brannan, Mrs. Liocyd Williams, and 
others of similar distinction and influence. 
Emily Smith, of Minnesota, sent a mes- 
sage from Paris to Senator Shipstead ask- 
ing for the hearing; and women in Ala- 


bama, Idaho, Kansas, Texas, New Mexico, 


Ohio, Georgia, Illinois, California, Mis- 


gissippi, Wisconsin, New Hampshire, Ne- 


vada, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Indiana, 
Minnesota, Virginia, Michigan, New 
York, and Montana have concentrated 
upon the Senators from their own States 
on the Foreign Relations Committee. Mil- 
dred Seydeli, Georgia chairman of the 
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Woman’s Party, and Mrs. Valentine Win- 


ters, chairman for Ohio, have sent in to 
National Headquarters vivid accounts of 


the interest and enthusiasm aroused by. 


the equality reservation campaign. The 
following ietter from Montana, sent to 
Senator Walsh in protest against his op- 


position to giving women an opportunity 
to present their case at 2 hearing indi- 


cates the sentiment in the West: 


Missoula, Mont., April 14, 1932. 


Hon. T. J. Walsh, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator Watsh: 


Your letter of April 1 was a great dis- 
appointment to the members of the Mon- 
tana State Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party. It is almost incredible that 
in this generation such an injustice to 
women as you propose should be contem- 


_ plated. Why should the women of the 
' United States be asked to make such a 


sacrifice? To take a backward siep and 
forfeit rights which represent many years 
of bitter struggle! Can fair-minded men 
consider this? .On the contrary, it would 
- geem more fitting that men and women of 
our nation should enter the World Court 
on a sex equality basis, or not at all. The 
Montana State Branch urges you, there- 
fore, to reconsider your position and 
grant an early hearing and a favorable 
report on the equality reservation to the 
World Court. 
Very truly yours, 
(Mrs.) Gertrupe Evperr, 
Chairman. 


Hotel, 
Missoula, Montana, 
April 14, 1932. 
Hon. Thomas J. Walsh, © 
Washington, D. C. | 
My Dear Senator Walsh: ce 

- Again I am writing to you on behalf of 
the women of America, 

I am not at all in sympathy with the 
reasons given in your recent letter for 
your opposition to a hearing ou the equal- 
ity reservation to the World Court. . Far 
better for the United States not to join 
than to accept a code of law founded on 
injustice. The women of our country can- 
not be summarily shoved aside any longer. 
They are demanding recognition. Will 
you please, therefore, grant us without 
further delay a hearing and a favorable 
report on the equality darth hoe to the 
World Court. 

Very sincerely youre, 
(Mrs.) Louise F. Lusk. 


Missoula, Montana, 
April 15, 1932. 
Hon. T. J. Walsh, 
Washington, D. C, 
Dear Senator Watsh: 

Your reply of April 2 was not at all 
eonvincing. If one builds a house, the 
first thing to be considered, if one wishes 
to be happy and comfortable, is that the 
house be built on a good foundation, That 


principle is applicable to all affairs of — 


life. Now, if the United States should 
join the World Court on a foundation of 


injustice to women, in my opinion the 


outcome would be unhappiness, not only 


to the women but also to the men of the 


nation, for whatever affects one sex must 


of necessity affect the other, 


the World Court. 


Brown, 
Howell, Rose De Wald, Ethel Adams 


Equal Right, 


human beings just like men. They haye 
their joys and their sorrow. Men, hoy. 
ever, in making laws sometimes forget fl 
this. But let us not forget it in enterip 
When we enter the 
Court, let it be on the firm foundation of 
justice to women as well as to men. Wa 
are therefore calling on you for a heap. 
ing in the very near future on the equality 


reservation. 


_ Very truly yours, 
MATHILDE 


Mrs. Max Rotter, of Milwaukee, anj 
Mildred Dugan, of Indianapolis, not only 
sent telegrams and letters, but promptly 


presented themselves at Alva Belmon; 


House to help with the equality reserva. 
tion campaign in person. Maryland men. 
bers have also come over to lend valuable 
assistance: among them, Helen Elizabeth 
Ellen Alpigini, Evelyn Byrd 


Crosby and Emilie A. Doetsch. Gracd 
Hoffman White came from New York, 
Mary Crosby from the University of 
Michigan. 

“T never have been so besieged!” one 
Senator told Mrs. Rotter when she asked 
that he vote for a hearing. “There are 
always fifty women in my office about 
this equality reservation.” 

“But you will vote for the hearing, 
won’t you?” asked Mrs. Rotter serenely, 

“Yes, oh yes! I’ll vote for it all right! 
I want to have some peace.” 


‘News fromthe F ield 


London Branch Sends Cable 


MERICAN womén resident in Eng- 


k land met in London on Aprii 22 to 
hear a report from Betty Gram Swing, 
internationally known Feminist, on the 


campaign for an equality reservation to. 


United States entrance to the World 
Court. This reservation, sponsored by the 


National Woman’s Party, reads as fol-— 


lows: 

Be It Resolwed, That the United States 

adheres to the court with the following 

reservation: “Providing, that the code of 

- Jaw to be administered by the World 

Court shall not contain inequalities based 

on sex.” | 

_. This reservation is now before the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, having 


. been presented by Senator Lewis of 


Illinois. 

- From the meeting in London on Friday 
afternoon cables were sent to President 
Hoover urging him to support the equal- 
ity reservation to United States entrance 
to the World Court; and to Senator 


Lewis, thanking him for having intro- | 


duced the reservation and asking that he 
do all within his power to obtain a hear- 
ing on it before the Foreign Relations 
Committee. The committee is expected 
to vote on the hearing at its meeting on 
April 27. 


World Court Judge Approves Equality 


R. ANTONIO SANCHEZ DE BUS- 


TAMANTE, eminent jurist and one 


_ of the judges of the Permanent Court of 


Internationa] Justice at The Hague, has 
written a foreword to a book entitled, 
“Progress in the Law of Nations,” by Dr. 
James Brown Scott. We quote below an 
excerpt of the foreword, translated from 
the Spanish. It is heartening to have 
this evidence from a judge of the World 
Court of the growing belief of leading 


jurists in equality between men and wom- | 


en in international law: 

. Phere are many interesting things 
in this work . But above all others, 
there stands wal the author’s enthusiastic 
defense of the rights of women to equality 
in public law; a defense significant and 
unanswerable. | 

. Above everything ... 
campaign on behalf of woman, which he 
carried to success before the European 
and the American Institute of Interna- 
tional Law, and which, in this book, he 
defends repeatedly, with all the force of 
one convinced, and with all the authority 
which his character and culture give him. 
“All who read this work will be con- 
vinced, if they are not already so, that it 


is necessary to take this progressive step 


. looms his 


~ 


and to destroy in the twentieth century 


the juridical restrictions and servitudes 


which, internationally as well as nation. 
ally, law and custom have heaped upon 
women. Although Christianity pro- 


claimed woman the companion of man 
and as such recognized her daily in life’s 


most solemn and moving act, there has 
been interposed between this aphorism 


_ and its realization, in practice, a world of 


prejudices and customs very difficult to 
vanquish. Already these prejudices and 
customs are almost conquered; and in the 


gallery of the victors, inevitably Dr. 


James Brown Scott, apostle of — 


has a leading place. 


“ANTONIO DE BusTAMANTE, 
Be “Havana, April 8, 1932.” 


Senator Harris 


HE death of Senator William J. Har-. 


tis of Georgia brought to mind the 
fine action in casting the de 
cisive vote for the Suffrage Amendment 


to the Constitution, 


“Not only the women of Georgia, but 
women all over the country, mourn the 
passing of Senator Harris,” Laura ©. 
Berrien said, Miss Berrien, herself 2 
Georgian, ig a member of the Nationa! 
Council of the Woman’s Party. “It ws 
Senator Harris who cast the 64th vote 
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passage. The story is told by Doris 


Stev ens’ ‘J ailed for Freedom,’ the dra-— 


atic history of the successful campaign 
‘oy the Suffrage Amendment—Chapter 26 
¢ the book is entitled ‘President Wilson 
Wins the 64th Vote in Paris.’ Miss 
Stevens says (page 337): 

«‘Senator Harris was happily in Eu- 
rope at the time, A’ most anxious cable, 
signed by politicians of his own party, 
was sent to President Wilson in Paris 
explaining the serious situation and urg- 
ing him to do his utmost to secure the 
vote of the Senator at once. 

«Senator Harris was in Italy when he 
received an unexpected telegram asking 
him to come to Paris. He journeyed with 
ali speed to the President, to learn that 
the conference was for the purpose of se- 
curing his vote on the National Suffrage 
Amendment. Senator Harris then and 
there gave his vote, the 64th vote. On 
that day the passage by Congress of the 
original Susan B, Anthony Amendment 
was assured.’ ” 


Mexican Commissioner Sends News 
ARGARITA ROBLES DE MEN- 
DOZA, who spent three months at 
Alva Belmont House as the guest of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women, 
has just returned by boat to Mexico. Her 


first letter from Jalapa, the capital of — 


Vera Cruz, to Miss Stevens, breathes 


f hope, enthusiasm, and victory. 


“Our ship arrived in Vera Cruz on 


April 1,” writes Mrs. Mendoza. “We lost 


several days in Havana on account of bad 
weather. 

“T learned on arrival that the new Con- 
gress will not sit until September. The 
members will be elected on the first of 
July and sit in September. 


“The day after my arrival I | 
a mass-meeting in the Teatro Carrillo — 


Puerto of Vera Cruz. <A large crowd of 


nen and women attended and we organ- — 
ied the Liga para el voto de la mujer 


mexicana, No. 1, with 156 members, and 


officers consisting of a president, secre- azn 
Thomas, direetor of the International 


lary and treasurer, each officer represent- 
ing a different group of women. I wish 
you could have been here to see these 
young women of my country, so enthusi- 
astic. There are already several women’s 
organizations in the State of Vera Cruz. 
But they have long programs with many 
boints beside the vote. As soon as I told 
them that we must have the tool first, 
the vote, they agreed and joined unani- 
hously, 

“One of the most enthusiastic groups 
is La Liga de Mujeres Evoluecionistas. The 


women of the port of Vera Cruz are very 


advanced, 


“The men helped us a great deal. They 
paid for our publicity and took music to 
the door of the theatre to attract people. 

“We have printed the petition for an 


amendment to Articie 34 of our Constitu- 


tion, and at this first meeting more than 


two hundred men and women signed it. 


“Our speakers were women teachers, 


men lawyers, @ woman doctor and a man 
doctor and politicians and working men. 
I took up our first collection. 

“tT have come to Jalapa because it is 
thea capital of the State. Here I will or- 
ganize Liga No, 2. 

“We have five months in which to work 


before taking our petition to Congress in 


September. We shall use all our influ- 


ence not to. elect any man to Congress 
who is opposed to woman suffrage.” 


Advocates Industrial Equality — 
ISS LEILA ENDERS, chairman of 


the New Jersey Branch of the Na- | 
tional Woman’s Party, and Miss Alice 
Conklin of Englewood, a member, at- 


tended last week the thirty-sixth annual 
meeting of the American Academy of Po- 


litical and Social Science at Philadelphia. 


“World Planning” was the general theme. 
At the final session, when “Guiding the 
Future of America” was discussed, Judge 
Florence FE. Allen of the Ohio Supreme 


Court spoke on “The Governmental Task.” 


Dr. Ernest Minor Patterson is the 
academy’s president. 


Dr. Hugo Haas, senior chief of the Sec. 
tion on International Management at 


Geneva, was one of the speakers. 

Miss Enders and other Feminists at the 
session urged Dr. Haas to use his infin- 
ence at Geneva to have the question of the 


nationality code reconsidered. The > 


League of Nations refuses to open this 
topic despite protests from the United 
States Government and from women all 


over the world that the code discriminates | 


between the sexes. 


Miss Enders also voiced to Dr. Haas 
the Feminist objection to having the cor- 
respondence committee on women’s work, 
created by the International Labor 
Office, reflect almost wholly the point 


_of view of advocates of restrictive iegisla- 


tion. They. petitioned Dr. Haas to urge 


Labor Office at Geneva, to give adequate 
representation to those who work for in- 


equality. 


Lutz Visits Headquarters 


ERTHA: LUTZ, distinguished Bra- 
zilian Feminist, scientist, and inter- 
nationalist, was guest of honor at a tea 
at Alva Belmont House on Wednesday 
afternoon, April 20. For years Miss Lutz 
has waged a campaign for votes for wom- 
en in Brazil, and the present suffrage law 
of the new Government is largely due to 
her efforts. “We have spent ten years 
winning the vote,” she said on Wednes- 
day afternoon. “I trust we shall not need 
ten years to learn to use it?” 


The present law makes suffrage obliga- 
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tory for men under sixty; optional for 
women and for men over sixty, — 

“We are now not classed with children, 
but with old men,” Miss Lutz explained 
humorously. She added that her own 
case was peculiar: | 

“Government servants are required to 
vote; women may vote or not as they will. 
I am a woman and a Government official. 
It remains to be seen which I am con- 
sidered to be primarily !” | 

Miss Lutz says that the new salhai 
law applies to elections to the econstitu- 


tional convention, which will draw up the | 


new constitution, and the first elections 
thereafter. She hopes that the suffrage 
section of the constitution will be drawn 
up for men and women on equal terms. 
Mrs, Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man, welcomed Miss Lutz on behalf of the 
Woman’s Party, and Doris Stevens, chair- 
man of the Inter-American Commission 
of Women, for the commission. Other 
National Council members present in- 
cluded Nina Allender, Laura Berrien, 
Mrs. Dwight Clark, and Maud Younger. 
Mrs. Paul Myron Linebarger and other 
District members, as well as charming 


groups from the Students’ Council and 


the Young Women’s pony were also 
present. 

Outposts of the United States were rep- 
resented by Laura Volstead Lomen of 
Alaska and Muna Lee of Porto Rico. 

Bertha Lutz is secretary of the National 


Museum in Rio de Janeiro, and it is her 


museum work which brings her to this 
country at the present time. During one 
of her suffrage campaigns in Brazil she 


flew over many of the States, distributing © 
“Votes for Women” literature by aero- 


plane. Last year she. organized the suc- 
cessful Congress of the Brazilian Federa- 
tion for the Progress of Women. One of 
the resolutions passed at this Congress 


demanded women judges for the Ww Reeid, 


Court. 

During her visit to Alva 
Miss Lutz conferred with Doris Stevens 
about the Equal Rights Treaty and the 


forthcoming Seventh Pan-American Con-— 


gress in Montevideo. These two Pan- 


American Feminists also discussed means 


of securing a new nationality code, based 
on equality, instead of the present pro- 
posed Hague Nationality Convention, un- 
acceptable to women of the United States, 
of Brazil, and of the world 


Saline Arvelo 


HE Minister of Foreign Affairs of the. 


United States of Venezuela has just 
sent word to the chairman of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women that the 
President of Venezuela has appointed 


Senora Clotilde C. de Arvelo to represent 
Venezuela on the commission. Sefiora de 


Arvelo will take the place of Sefiora Lu- 
cila L de Pérez Diaz, who was obliged to 
resign on the death of her husband be- 
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cause of many new and unexpected re- 
sponsibilities. 

Sefiora de Arvelo’s honse is in Caracas. 
She is a well-known and greatly beloved 
poet and writer of many books. She has 
traveled extensively in Europe as well as 
in the Americas. She has always been 
interested in enterprises for the benefit 
of women, aid is a leading social figure 
in her evuntry. She is the wife of Enrique 
Arveio, a leading business man. 


Council Aids Campaign 
HE Young Women’s Council of the 
Woman’s Party is taking an active 


part in the campdign for an equality 


reservation to United States entrance to 
the world Court. On Sunday, April 17, 


the members held a tea at National Head- 


quarters, with reports on the campaign 
from Mabel Van Dyke, chairman of the 
Young Women’s Council ; Margaret Luers, 
chairman of the Students’ Council, and 
Iris Calderhead Walker, chairman of the 
Equality Reservation Campaign. from 
the beginning of the concentration of ef- 
fort on the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, the young women have been suc- 
cessful lobbyists. They have also volun- 
teered as typists during the extra rush of 
work; they have mailed stories to foreign 
periodicals; they have sold the Equality 
Reservation edition of Rieuts on 
the streets and at the door of the Senate 
Office Building. Among the indefatigable 


campaigners from the Young Women’s 
Council are Mabel Van Dyke, Angelina’ 
Carabelli, Margaret Luers, Fanny Bu- 


nand-Sevastos, Maxine Townsen, Carol 
Cox, Eleanor Berge, Marion Stewart, 
Mildred Troxel, Dolores Armisen, Roselle 
Lee, Emma Wheeler, Mary Burrows, and 
Ruth Miller. 


Prepare to Cast First Vote 
ABLES, letters and periodicals from 


Porto Rico all indicate the intense — 


interest of Porto Rican women in voting 
for the first time in this year’s elections. 
The political parties are also showing a 
lively interest in the woman’s vote. “If 
Liberal Women Rally to Our Cause, Vic- 


tory Is Certain,” declares a streamer 


across the first page of La. Democracia, 
oldest daily newspaper on the island and 
organ of the Liberal Party. 

Registration for voting began on April 


18, and in the first three days almost 
60,000 women registered to cast their first 
bailot in the November elections. Accord- 


ing to Supervisor of Elections Terry, a 
much greater interest in voting has been 
shown by the women than had been anti- 


cipated, particularly by the politicians. 
With the registration continuing, it is ex- 
pected that the total will reach 150,000, 


or 60,000 more than the eatinate before 
the enrollment period. 
Each woman must make out ae own 


registration papers before officials, 


answering twenty questions, and the offi- 
cials are surprised at the speed the women 
are showing in filling out the required 
forms, At some registration places lines 
form an hour before the opening, and 
many women are required to wait for 
hours; but despite exhaustion they refuse 


to drop out, 


Caroline M. Babson ~ 


AROLINE M. BABSON of Pigeon 
’ Cove, Massachusetts, a loved and de- 
voted member of the National Woman’s 


Party, died Sunday, April 17; 1932, after — 


a brief illness. For the past ten years 
Mrs. Babson spent the fall and winter 


pet in Washington, and during many 


of such visits was a resident at headquar- 
ters. She had many friends among the 


Feminists, who used to gather at the Old 


Brick Capitol before the occupancy of 
Alva Belmont House. Although not a 


Founder in her own namé, she was one in 
the name of her mother, Isabel Gilmore 


Wheeler, in whose memory she made her 


_ Founder’s contribution. She kept up her 
interest in the cause to the end. One of 
her last acts was to send Equa. Ricurs 


to a member of her family. 
In her large vitality she has drawn 


many a heart after her to scan more 


closely than ever the slight veil swaying 
ee the seen and the unseen. 


T a meeting on the evening of April 


13 in the home of Dorothy Averill, 


in Ferndale, Michigan, a Ferndale com- 
mittee of the 17th District, Michigan 


Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 


was organized. The organization was ef- 
fected under the guidanee and aid of 
members of the Royal Oak Committee. 

Helen Pence was chosen as chairman of 
the new group, with Mrs. Averill, vice- 
chairman; Helen Miller, secretary ; and 
Edith Thayer, treasurer. 

The Ferndale Committee met with the 
Royal Oak group on Wednesday, April 20. 
Plans are being made for the annual 


meeting of the Michigan Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party to be held in 


Detroit on Friday, May 13, under the di- 
rection of Lucia V: Grimes, State chair- 


_Treasurer’s Report 
Laura Burrien, Treasurer 
R. E. Haycock, Auditor 
ECEIPTS collected by National Head. 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to De: 
cember 31, 1931, $1,889,529.31. 


Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, January 1 to 31, 1932: 


Mathilde Ammen, $5.00 
Rosemary Arnold, D. 1.00 
Mrs. Bernard 3.00 
Mrs. Manolah Brennan, Dd. 


Equal Rights 
(Subscription to VAL RIGHTS) 
Miss Marion Carey, 1.06 
Dr. Edith Se Ville. Coale, 
Mrs. Wiibur Colvin, 50 
(Subscription to EQuaL for three 
months) 
Mrs. Annie G. Cox, D.C... 
Miss Marjorie Crittenden, D. 
Mrs. Rose Maxewell Dickey, D. C.........0..0..00..... 1.09 
Mrs, Rose Wekles, D. C................. 
Miss Clara Greacen, D. 10.00 
Mrs. Rebekah Greatuouse, 10.00 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Dei.. 1.09 
Mrs. William Kent a. . 200.09 
(Monthly pledge to Equal Rights for Jane- 
ary and 
Miss Belle Leon, D. C 8.00 
Hon. Louis Ludlow, Ind... 2.09 
(Subscription to Equa, 
to EquaL Kicuts for three 
Miss Edith Nichols, 50 
(Subscription to for three 
months) 
Miss Elizabeth Payne, D. 
Mrs. Sarah Pell, N. Y........ 25.00 
Miss Mary McC. Scott, D. 8.00 
Mrs. Anna Bagenholm ‘Sloan, 1.00 
Mrs. Emily Smith, Paris, France... : 10.00 
Miss A. erite Smith, 30.00 
Mrs. May Taylor, D. C......... 2.00 
(Subscription to Equa. RicuHTs) 
Mrz. Diran H. Tomboulain, N. Y...... 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiie;, D. 
Headquarters share of dues for followin 
‘members, District of Columbia Branc! 
(all in excess of 25 cents kept by Dis- 
trict of Columbia Branch) : . 
Mrs. Ebert K. 
Miss Eva Mackintosh Davidson............. 25 
Mrs, Mary D. Farrar ....:... 25 
Mrs. Paul He 20 
Miss Marion Stewart,..... 25 
Headquarters share of dues for following 
members, Indiana Branch (all in éxcess 
25 cents kept by Indiana Brancp) : 
Headquarters share of dues for piataigtiee 
| members, Kansas City (Mo.) Branch 
all in excess of 25 cents ~~ by 
ranch) : 
Mrs. Herbert Allen........ Mess 25 
Mre. Morgan 
Mrs. Harry “Giowdsicy (25 
Mrs. Madeline Perrin 120 
Headquarters share ot ‘dues for “following 
members, Montana Branch (all in excess 
of 26 cents kept by Branch): 
Miss Mathilde Ammen........ 25 
Miss Agnes Palmer 28 


Refund from Hermen B®. Gasch on “{nsurance... 6.40 
- Refund by Mrs. William Kent for cable to 


1.50 
Refund on Telephone Li. 2.65 
Refund on Telephone At. 1605.....0.0.0.............. 18.05 
2.20 

of rooms at Headquarters........................ 220.00 
Total receipts, January 1 to 31, 1932........ $675.10 
Total December 7, 1912, to 
January 


$1,890,204.4! 


DAY PRINTING 


PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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